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On behalf of the Secretary General of ITU, I am very pleased to participate in the launch of this important publication. Innovation is a key driver of economic growth and development, especially in an increasingly competitive global economy. It is therefore important for policy makers and businesses to regularly carry out a reality check and assess progress made – using such tools as the Global Innovation Index.
Today, innovation without ICTs is hard to imagine. The most innovative firms are also intense users of ICTs, across all business sectors. ICTs increase efficiency and productivity and contribute to economic growth. Among the top innovating firms, many are from the ICT industry itself. 
Most importantly, ICT is a key enabler and stimulator of innovation. Let’s take the model of open innovation where the Internet provides a platform for bringing together researchers and developers from all parts of the world, to share ideas and information and generate knowledge.
Broadband Internet is an essential precondition for making open innovation a reality.  Broadband in particular offers the opportunity to accelerate and transform innovation through faster and more unrestricted access to advanced services and applications.  As I am sure you all know, last year ITU and UNESCO launched the Broadband Commission for Digital Development which is chaired by Rwandan President Kagami and Carlos Slim.  The aim of the Commission is to promote ICT and especially broadband deployment to accelerate countries progress towards meeting the Millennium Development Goals. 
The Global Innovation Index which we are launching today in Geneva fits very well with the efforts of ITU to allow all countries – and especially emerging economies – to take advantage of new technologies and new business models to foster their development and the well-being of their populations. In such an effort, good statistics and indicators are key to allow progress. ITU intends to pursue its cooperation with WIPO, UNESCO and others to enhance the development impact of innovation.  We are very pleased to be part of the GII Board and to have been able to contribute the ICT statistics to this index.
